
Reading at home 
Dear Parents/ Carers,  

  

At Hounslow Heath Infant and Nursery School we highly value the importance 

of reading both at home and school. It is an important skill for children to have 

the ability to read independently and effectively for meaning.  

 

Your child has a guided and individual reading session once a week in school. 

A shared reading session at home is very valuable and rewarding. Children will 

respond positively to ten or fifteen minutes ‘special reading time’ at home.  

 

It is important that when reading with your child you also focus on the 

comprehension  (understanding of what’s happening in the story) aspect of the 

book as well as the sounding out of words. Some children may be able to easily 

read their book and to say all of the words, but they also need to make sure they 

have a full understanding of what it is about, what the key words mean, and 

many other features of the text.   

 

To help your child with the ‘understanding’ and ‘sounding out’ aspect of their 

reading books, here are a list of points that your child will benefit from learning 

to do: 

 

 

 To be able to decode/sound out familiar and some unfamiliar words using 

blending. There will be words that can’t be decoded by blending and 

these are called ‘tricky’ words (such as: said, were, there, little, they, all, 

are) These words have to be memorised. 

 

 To be able to develop an awareness of punctuation marks. Eg. full stops, 

capital letters, question marks, exclamation marks etc. – and to 

understand why they are being used in the sentence. 

 

 To be able to remember the sequence of stories. What happened first? 

What happened next? Then what happened? Finally what happened? 

 

 To be able to locate pages or sections of interest. What was your favourite 

part of the book? Can you show me where that happened? What 

happened when…..? Can you show me where that is? How did the 

character feel when? Can you show me where it says that? 

 

 To be able to identify who is speaking in a story. How do you know that 

they are speaking? (This is where you could talk about speech marks and 



what they are used for) How do you know when the character has stopped 

speaking? (end of speech mark) Who is speaking in this part of the story 

(the part where the author narrator is talking about the characters) 

 

 To be able to comment or ask questions about the meaning of parts of the 

text. Why is there a diagram in this book? What does it tell us? (That it’s 

an information/non-fiction book) What is happening in the picture? Why 

has the font/writing style changed in this part? (It may have got bigger 

because the character is shouting, or for another reason.) 

 

 To be able to comment on the look of the writing, titles, labels. For 

example if the story book is about ‘monsters’ the title may be in the style 

of slimy writing. So to ask the child why the writing is like that? And to 

link it to what the book is about. 

 

 To be able to comment on their likes and dislikes and to relate it to their 

own experience. Some stories cannot be linked to a child’s own 

experience but if the story is about going to the park or going on holiday 

then the child will be able to talk about their own experience.  

 

 To be able to think about other stories that they have read that may be 

similar to the one that they are reading (fairytale stories for instance, or 

for example ‘The Runaway Chapati’ can be linked to ‘The runaway 

gingerbread man’ story because the theme is the same.  

 

 To be aware that there are differences between information/non-fiction 

and story/ fiction books. Information books may have captions, a contents 

page, a glossary, photos and talk about real, factual things. They are 

usually written to help us to understand how something works, or how to 

make something. Story/fiction books usually don’t have a contents page.  

 

When you have read with your child please can you write a comment or just a 

smiley face in your child’s home-link reading book.   

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

  

Miss Chowdhury 

 

 

 



Questions to ask your child 
when reading – Key Stage 1 
 

At the end of the book: 

 

• Did you like this book? Why? 

(Encourage children to develop 

their opinion about books by 

encouraging them to explain 

their reasons) 

• What was your favourite 

part? Why?  

• What was the most 

interesting/ exciting part of 

the book? Can you find it?  

• What sort of character 

was….?  

• Why did that character do … 

(give a situation/ event from 

the story)?  

• What happened in the story? 
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Questions to ask your child 
when reading – Key Stage 1 
 
Before reading the book: 

 

• Can you point to the title? or 

What is this? (pointing to the 

title)  

• What do you think this story 

will be about? What might 

happen in the story?  

• What do we call the writing 

on the back of the book? 

(Blurb) or What does the 

blurb tell us? 

 

During the reading of the 

book: 

 

 What is happening in the 

pictures?  

• What has happened so far? 

Is it what you expected to 

happen?   

• What might happen next? 

How do you think the story 

might end?  

• What sort of character is….? 

Is he/she friendly/ mean/ 

nice…? 

 

 


