
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
At Hounslow Heath Infant and Nursery School we highly value the importance of reading both 
at home and school. It is an important skill for children to have the ability to read 
independently and effectively for meaning.  
 
Your child has a guided or individual reading session once a week in school. Shared reading 
sessions at home are very valuable and rewarding. Children will respond positively to ten or 
fifteen minutes ‘special reading time’ at home.  
 
It is important that when reading with your child you also focus on the comprehension 
(understanding of what’s happening in the story) aspect of the book, as well as, the sounding 
out of words. Some children may be able to easily read their book and can say all of the words, 
but they also need to make sure they have a full understanding of what it is about, what the 
key words mean, and many other features of the text.  
 
Your children should be able to decode/sound out familiar and some unfamiliar words using 
blending. There will be words that can’t be decoded by blending and these are called ‘tricky’ 
words (such as: said, were, there, little, they, all, are). These words have to be memorised.  
Your child should develop an awareness of punctuation marks, such as, full stops, capital 
letters, question marks, exclamation marks and understand why they are being used in the 
sentence. 
 
To help your child with the ‘understanding’ aspect of their reading books, here is a list of 
questions you can ask your child before and after reading. You do not need to ask all the 
questions at once, choose 3-4 questions each time you read with your child.  
  

Before reading 
What do you think might happen in 
the book? 
 

Is this a fiction or non-fiction book? 
How do you know? 
 

Who is the author/illustrator? What 
do they do? 
 

Where is the book set? How could 
you describe the setting? 
 
 

 
Who is the main character? How could 
you describe them? 
 
How do you think the character feels 
and why? How would you feel in their 
situation? 
 
Who is your favourite character? Why 
are they your favourite?  
 
 

Sequencing questions   

Character questions    

What happens in the beginning, 
middle and end of the story? 
 
How/where does the story start? 
 
What problem happens in the story? 
How is the problem resolved? 
 
Can you retell the story in your own 
words? 
 
 
 

Inference questions  

Why do you think that happened? 
 
What do you think…. means? 
 
Why has the font/writing style 
changed in this part? (For 
example if the story book is about 
‘monsters’ the title may be in the style 
of slimy writing.) 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary questions  Punctuation questions  

Can you find the verb/noun/ adjective 
adverb that tells you/shows you that...? 
 
Why do you think the author used the 
word…? to describe…? 
 
Can you find another word for…? 
 
What does that word mean? 
 
 
 
 

What does the author use to show the 
character is talking? (speech marks) 
 
How do you know when the character 
has stopped speaking?  
 
Who is speaking in this part of the 
story? How do you know? 
 
 

Locating information questions 

 What was your favourite part of the 
book? Can you show me where that 
happened?  
 
What happened when …? Can you 
show me where that is?  
 
How did the character feel when…? 
Can you show me where it says that? 
 
 
 
 

Non-fiction book features 

 
How do you know this is a non-fiction 
book? (it has a content page, glossary, 
index page, diagrams etc.)  
 
What is a content/glossary/index page 
used for? 
 
Can you use the content/glossary/ 
index page to find…? 
 
 
 

Non-fiction book features 

Why is there a diagram in this book? 
What does it tell us? 
 

What is happening in the photograph?  
 

What is the sub-heading of the book?  
 

Why does the book have sub-headings? 
 
Tell me 3 facts you’ve learnt from the 
book.  
 

Comparing questions  
 

Have you read any books that are 
similar to this one? 
 
What other stories have you read 
from the author? 
 
Have you been in a similar situation? 
Can you tell me about it? 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your 
continued support. 

Reading online 
Oxford Owl is a free website where 
you can access a range of levelled 

reading books for free. 
 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

What does the author use to show the 
character is talking? (speech marks) 
  
How do you know when the character 
has stopped speaking?  
  
Who is speaking in this part of the 
story? How do you know? 
  
 

Can you find the verb/noun/ adjective/ 
adverb that tells you/shows you that...? 
 
Why do you think the author used the 
word…? to describe…? 
 
Can you find another word for…? 
 
What does that word mean? 
 


