
Newsletter  
 
Dear Parents /Carers, 
 
As the end of the school year approaches, we would like to say a very big thank you to all of our school 
community for pulling together so magnificently, to ensure that while we have maintained our very tight 
safety net around our families, staff and pupils, the experiences and the learning has continued to be of a 
very high standard both at home and at school, despite the many challenges. 
 
We have spent more time outside learning, moving and playing than ever before. The children have loved 
working and playing in smaller groups, which we believe has kept them safer covid-wise but also seems to 
have made friendships easier and closer, with less arguments and as a result, fewer children getting upset 
and possibly hurting each other. We have learned a great deal as a school about this way of working and it 
has only been possible because of our very special outdoor learning environment. So, whatever happens in 
the new year, we will definitely be taking forward some of these strategies in our educational provision, that 
have ensured children are protected whilst still being free, happy and learning brilliantly during their time at 
Hounslow Heath Infants. They are still very young and so need protecting as far as is possible from whatever 
challenges we, as adults, continue to face. 
 
With regards to Step 4 in the Government’s Road Map, which comes into effect on Monday 19th July, we 
have consulted with Public Health Hounslow, the National Education Union and our HHIN Governors, and it 
has been agreed that it would be safest if we keep our current strategies in place until the end of this last 
week.   
 
There is no time to carefully revise any risk assessment that would be robust enough to be effective, in such 
a short time frame. In addition, due to the ages of our pupils, our community is very young with lots of mums 
who may be pregnant. The vaccine rate for pregnant mums is only 54%, which means we must do all we can 
to continue to keep these members of our school community safe, along with others who will still be clinically 
vulnerable. 
 
In light of this, and as we have been asked to continue to support the track and trace system during this 
transition period, we would ask you to continue to do exactly what you are doing now by informing us of 
any symptoms, sending us test results etc. In turn, we will continue to keep pupils safe by, following 
discussion this with our local Public Health, identifying direct contacts and sending them home if necessary 
to self-isolate, as we have been doing all year. We have had two members of fully vaccinated staff who have 
tested positive in the last month, so while we agree the vaccines are wonderful and we would strongly 
encourage everyone who has not had one to do so asap, it does not always protect people from having a 
difficult and uncomfortable two weeks or in some cases, longer.  
 
So, for next week – PLEASE continue to wear your MASKS and as usual, let us know as soon as possible of 
any illnesses your child or any member of your household may have along with any test results. We would 
be so grateful for your help with this as you have done brilliantly all year; this will ensure that our families 
stay as safe as they can for the next 5 days, which is then the end of the school year! 
 
We also need to let you know we have an increasing number of staff absent and if this situation continues, 
we may have issues keeping all classes open as there is a shortage of supply staff due to many schools facing 
the same challenges. However, we will do everything possible to keep all of our pupils in school until this 
Friday at 1.30! 



Time to say Goodbye! 
 

Despite all the changes and all the successes, time in our school still moves on and for some members of 
our much-valued team, it is time for them to seek new and different challenges as they approach the next 

phase in their lives. 
 

It is always difficult saying goodbye to staff when they move on for whatever reason but they and we are 
reassured by the fact that they will always remain a part of the Hounslow Heath community. They, like us, 

will hold many memories dear to them and will always think back to the children they have cared for, 
taught and seen develop into confident, strong and clever Year 2 pupils and in many cases beyond. Our 

past pupils often pop back years later and we get to see how they have grown into lovely young men and 
women, with lives and careers of their own. 

 

The staff who are retiring at the end of term and starting a new phase in their lives are  
 Mrs Sutherland, our Assistant Headteacher for Key Stage 1,  
 Mr Pattie, our ICT Leader,  
 Ms Archbold, our Medical Welfare for Foundation Stage 

 

 Miss O’Connor, our Reception Teacher in Ruby class. Miss O’Connor has moved 

to Portsmouth and is taking up a new and exciting post in another school. We hope she takes 
with her lots of fun things she has learnt at HHIN and that she keeps in contact with us over 
the coming years.  

 
We will be sharing just what these staff have meant to us and all they have contributed to our school 
early next week but we wanted to let you know now just in case you wanted to send any messages 
to say thank you and wish them well. 

 

Year 2 Leavers - what a wonderful week of celebrations. We hope you 

and the children enjoyed the special Zoom Graduations. Lots more lovely 
photos will be available this week on Facebook and Goggle Classrooms. The 
Year 2’s of 2021 will always be very special due to the challenges we have 
faced together, and we wish them all the best as they move to the next phase 
of their education. 

 
Stay Safe! 

 

Ms Harper-Quinn 
Headteacher  
Hounslow Heath Infants and Nursery School 
 

 


